
LCPS Newsletter

Fall 2021Volume 62

Page 1

president’s message
More and more people have been reaching out to
LCPS, particularly new residents who have recently
taken ownership of local historic homes. They are
seeking information about the history of their
properties and looking for advice on appropriate
treatments for their homes. Our new administrative
assistant, Jaime Lump [McDermott], learned the ropes
by researching the history of her own Uppertown home
and is now eager to assist others with their research
projects (page 5).
Clatsop Community College has also seen an uptick in
new homeowners and community members taking

preservation courses and workshops. If you are interested, several workshops are being offered during
winter term, including Faux Finish Techniques and Plaster Repair. This fall, students worked on restoring
the Brownsmead Station Train Depot (page 4) and are completing the new Fort Astoria sign (page 2).
There is an abundance of new resources available for those interested in the history of Astoria’s built
environment:

• The City of Astoria has added a layer to its GIS map that identifies which buildings are designated
historic (page 6).

• LCPS has launched an app and site that explores Astoria’s architectural history (page 2).
• The Astoria Public Library has published a link to their digitized archives, including Sanborn

Maps and scrapbooks, https://www.permanent.org/p/archive/03pw-0000.
We hope you enjoy this latest issue of Restoria and look forward to seeing you in person next Spring for
some uplifting and educational preservation events.

Doug Thompson
LCPS President
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LCPS has a downloadable smartphone and tablet app
available from both the Apple App Store and Google Play
Apps. The Astoria Architectural History app explores
Astoria’s built environment with an emphasis on getting to
know and recognize the work of local architectural figures
including; Albert and James Ferguson, Charles T.
Diamond, John E. Wicks, Andrew D. Gendron, Eino E.
Isaacson, Ernest Brown, and Ebba Wicks Brown.
Additional architects may be added in the future.
Use the app as a guide for a tour or just to explore your
surroundings! The app sells for $2.99 but LCPS members
qualify for a promo-code that will allow you to download
the app for FREE. If you are a current member, please
reach out to us at admin@lcpsociety.org or (503) 468-0139
and tell us whether you need an Apple or Android code.
You can also access the LCPS Architectural Heritage Tour
on your desktop or laptop by visiting the website
http://astoriaarchitecture.oncell.com but keep in
mind that it is optimized for use on mobile devices.
Hope you enjoy! If you would like to volunteer to help
work on expanding the app or have information or photos
you would like us to add or correct, please email
info@lcpsociety.org.

The Astoria Architectural History App has Launched!

Update: New Fort Astoria Sign

If you’ve driven by 15th and Exchange lately, you may have noticed new posts for the Fort Astoria sign
behind the Fort George building. The sign is not far behind. It is currently in the process of getting painted
and prepared for installation at the CCC Historic Preservation workshop by a student of the program,
Vance Lump. The date for official installation is yet to be determined.
Meanwhile, at LCPS headquarters, we are putting together new window boards that will share the history
of the site and the bygone fort spanning from early 1800s to the present. Expect to see those up soon.
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This month, LCPS went auto-centric: garages, gas stations, and
motels. These three books were written by geographer John Jakle
and historian Keith Sculle who have created comprehensive easy
to follow histories and investigations of each of these auto-
centric buildings that many of us use every day.

KudOs Looking Good!

“The Motel in America”
John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, and Jefferson S. Rogers
Alright, tourist season is over.. It's time to
climb out of our hiding places and explore
one of the busiest summer industries in
Astoria: the motel. Motels, the neon-lit, off
the highway, places you pull into after a long
day of driving. With its questionable pool,
lumpy bed, and kitschy decor, what more is
there to say? Plenty. Complete with maps,
photos, and in-depth examinations, this
book explores the history and geography of
motels from cottage courts to mom and pops
all the way to big franchises. After reading
this book, you can expect a new appreciation for these roadside
attractions the next time you're on a family road trip.

“The Gas Station in America”
John A. Jackle and Keith A. Sculle

When you think about roadside architecture,
what comes to mind? The world's largest
basket or maybe Carhenge? How about the gas
station? At one time, American gas stations
were considered cultural icons with attendants
in their crisp, clean uniforms, canopied
buildings using Art Deco or Greek Revival
architecture, eye-catching and familiar brand
logos all designed to instill the allure of pride in
car ownership. This book looks at the history
of the American gasoline station as a
marketing device, an architectural form, an
object of entrepreneurial intent, and how it

became a feature of the urban landscape. So the next time you pull up
to the pump, you can look beyond the gas station as a commonplace and
more of a truly American experience.

“The Garage: Automobility and Building Innovation
in America’s Early Auto Age”
John A. Jakle and Keith A. Sculle
Garages have become essential in our
modern auto-oriented society. Especially
here in Astoria. All around our city you will
see several different styles of garages
associated with historic residences. Ever
wonder if those styles were intentional? If
you look carefully, you will also find the
remnants of early commercial garages.
Nowadays, commercial garages and service
stations all seem to function as well-oiled
machines (no pun intended). Have you
thought about the history of those old
buildings and why garages look the way they
do today? You will find answers to these questions and more within this
one of a kind comprehensive book all about the American garage.

LCPS lending library

Details on the historic
John Fox Residence,
also known as the
Captain Eric Johnson
House, at 960 Franklin
have recently been
restored. A boarded up
front door sidelight has

been uncovered and a previously shrunken
upstairs window has returned to its full length!
Although windows on the front facade were
replaced, owner John Windus used
reproduction wood windows complete with
ogee details. For more information on this
house’s history, you can visit their Facebook
page: Capt Eric Johnson House.

The Wieveseik
Building on 13th
Street in Astoria
recently received
a thoughtfully
updated color
scheme! This
C.T. Diamond
designed building
was commissioned by the Wieveseik family in
1923 and was originally occupied by Bartlett
Variety Store. The building is currently
owned by Stephanie Duerfeldt and houses
Blaylock’s Whiskey Bar.

The Captain George Conrad Flavel House
located at 627 15th Street has been listed on
the National Register of Historic Places since

1986. This fall, it
received a much
needed protective
coating. Owner Jeff
Newenhof recently
commented on
Facebook that the

yellow coating is a primer coat, “The final
color will be a bit lighter. The window sash,
the lattice at the bottom of the porch will be
dark green, almost black. There will be a
couple of other colors highlighting some
details.” Final painting will happen next year!
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October 2021 lcps grant recipient
During the month of October,
students in the Clatsop Community
College Historic Preservation program
have been working on making repairs
to the historic Brownsmead Station
Train Depot. Built between 1915 and
1925, the building was owned by
Spokane, Portland, and Seattle
Railway and in use until 1978 when
the line was abandoned. During the
1980s, it was moved down the tracks
and used as a shed by the Brownsmead
Water District who then gave it to the
Brownsmead Grange when it was
moved once again to the place it sits
today. Over the past thirty years, it has
been experiencing various stages of
deterioration. This building is a great
example of a common historic railroad
station and was well deserving of much
needed improvements.
The project received a $3,740 grant
from LCPS and was a great
opportunity for students to experience

the whole process of restoring a historic building from
basic assessment to completion of the work. There was
a decent amount of rot repair necessary, including
sistering a new joint and securing the building to its
piers, so the students were able to work on structural
repair on the building’s foundation. They removed
rotted siding and corner trim then, for most of the
replacement, used previously-made custom fir siding
that was constructed in Portland.
During the first weekend, one of the students made an
exciting discovery. Some pieces of the original unused
siding were hiding up in the train station’s rafters! This
is a valuable lesson in preservation: always check
basements, attics, and barns for re-usable original
material. As you can see in the photo on the left, the
student found the perfect piece to repair a rotted
section of the siding on the back of the building. Other
work on the back included replacement of the
threshold and skirting under the door. Everything was
primed to be painted which is scheduled for sometime
in the future when the dry weather returns.
Currently, the station does not have windows or sashes.
A total rebuild and replacement of the windows will be
completed sometime next Spring as a capstone project
for one of the graduating students and LCPS Board
Member, Brian Pietrowski.

Volume 62 Fall 2021
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From LCPS intern to Administrative Assistant:
Jaime Lump
This summer, LCPS continued its participation in
the ClatsopWORKS internship program by
bringing aboard Clatsop Community College
student, Jaime Lump [formerly McDermott]. With
her background in history and writing, Jaime was
assigned the task of creating self-guided walking
tours for visitors and locals alike to learn about the
history of Astoria and preservation of local historic
buildings. Topics for these tours include the 1922
downtown fire and Astoria in the 1800s. For each
tour, she made a printed brochure that includes a
hand drawn map and a website complete with a
narration, historical photos provided by the Liisa
Penner Research Center & Archives at CCHS, and
other historical goodies. You can check them out at
www.lcpsociety.org/1922fire
and www.lcpsociety.org/1800s. You can also
snag a brochure next time you’re in the office!
LCPS plans to put together more of these tours in
the future, so if you have an idea for one, feel free
to drop us a line!

Since beginning her employment, Jaime has
thoroughly researched the history of her 1912
craftsman and went on to visit the graves of its first
occupants at Ocean View Cemetery. “It’s an honor
to serve as a steward to my historic home and pay
respect to those who spent their lives growing old
here just as I would like to do.” Between visits to
City Hall, the archives at the Heritage Museum,
and the Astoria Public Library, researching
Astoria’s historic buildings and falling into old
Morning Astorian newspaper rabbit holes has been by
far Jaime’s favorite experience while working at
LCPS. “The more you know, the less you know you
know.” Jaime looks forward to chatting with LCPS
members and residents of the Lower Columbia
community about the history and preservation of
their homes.

At Clatsop Community College, Jaime works as a
business and computer science tutor and is pursuing
an Associate’s Degree in the Accounting Technician
program. In the community, she sits on the Maritime
Memorial Committee and is an ambassador for the
Lower Columbia Q Center. Upon completion of her
internship, LCPS hired Jaime for the newly created
administrative assistant position.
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City of Astoria adds a historic
layer to GIS map

2021 - 2023 LCPS strategic plan
now available

In August, the City of Astoria added a new layer to
their GIS maps. This feature will make researching
the history of your home and neighborhood that
much easier. To access the map, visit the city’s GIS
website at: gis.astoria.or.us, and you will be
taken to an interactive map that gives you several
layer options to learn about zones, boundaries,
buildings and more including historic designation.
Once you have opened the map, simply check the
box assigned to the ‘Historic Properties 2021’ layer,
and you will notice several properties shaded in
light purple.

The Lower Columbia Preservation Society Board
of Directors and staff met with Kim Ryals of Cause
Oregon on March 12th, 13th, and 14th, 2021 for
annual work sessions and goal setting. The board,
in an effort spearheaded by Vice-President Kyle
Walker, continued to revise the goal and planning
documents during April and May board meetings.
The Board formally adopted the final Strategic
Plan document on June 9th, 2021.
In the document, you will find our revised mission,
vision, and values along with four goal-oriented
strategies to focus on during the next two years.
Strategy A: Remain responsive stewards of public
policy which supports our mission, vision, and
values. Strategy B: Develop and implement pro-
active preservation projects. Strategy C: Engage
and educate our communities, visitors, and historic
property owners. Strategy D: Ensure long-term
viability of the Lower Columbia Preservation
Society.
The whole document is available on our website
www.lcpsociety.org in the ‘About’ section.

If your home is shaded, it is considered a
designated historic landmark by the City of Astoria
and Historic Landmarks Commission. It is always
a good idea to verify the status of your home’s
designation with City Hall. Be sure to take a look at
the LCPS Researching the History of your home
guide on our website for more tips to learn about
your property and its past occupants. For any
assistance with the GIS map or researching your
home, send us a note at info@lcpsociety.org to set
up an appointment. We are currently offering
email, telephone, video conferencing, and limited
in-office consultation.

LCPS’s ongoing commitment to the Custom House
continues with the CCC preservation students
conducting an assessment of its current state
following a replacement of a few pieces of siding on
the back side of the building. Painting of the
building is planned for next spring or summer.

Update from the Custom House
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$75 business

$35 household

$100 supporter

lower columbia preservation society
p.o. box 1334 astoria, or 97103

payable to
$10 student

$20 individual

Level of membership

zipState

name(s)

address

city

phone number

email

register at www.lcpsociety.org
MembershiP aPPlicatiOn
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Lcps Board of directors
Doug Thomson, President
Kyle Walker, Vice President
Karen Parrott, Secretary
Wade Freitag, Treasurer

Glen Herman
Brian Pietrowski
Astronemis Ray
Kelly Shumar

Lucien Swerdloff

Interested
in becoming
a board
member?

We are currently looking for additional
members for our board of directors!
Contact us at info@lcpsociety.org

Lower Columbia

Preservation Society

classifieD Advertising

Bathtub Available
5 foot claw foot bathtub
originally from the Francis
Apartments 1030 Franklin
Ave. Very good condition.
Call: 541-261-5421

Bathtub Available
5 foot claw foot bathtub
originally from the Francis
Apartments 1030 Franklin
Ave. Very good condition.
Call: 541-261-5421

To have your listing posted in our classified
section, contact Jaime at admin@lcpsociety.org.

LCPS is creating an updated Resource Guide
of craftspeople and suppliers for an in-house list
that we can make available to our members.
If you have any recommendations, contact us at
info@lcpsociety.org or call 503-468-0139
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