Researching the History of My Home
Worksheet
1. What I know (Or think I know) About My Home’s History:
Address: ______________________________________
Year Built: ______________________
Years Renovated or Additions Added: ___________________________________
Architectural Style: __________________________
Prior Owners: ___________________
2. Search for Existing Reports
Is my home listed on the National Register of Historic Places? Yes/No
Is my home in a National Register Historic District? Yes/No
If yes, which one?
__Uniontown-Alameda
__Shively-McClure
__Astoria Downtown
Is my home considered historic by the City of Astoria? Yes/No
Is my home in a historic inventory area? Yes/No
If yes, which one?
You can use the Oregon Historic Sites Database for some of this
(http://heritagedata.prd.state.or.us/historic/). You can also download
district nominations from the National Register of Historic Places
(http://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/SearchResults/eb47df197ead4b08a0ba3349
770489f8?page=1&view=list). Other local inventories can be located
through LCPS, Clatsop County Historical Society, and the Astoria Library.
Attention!!! While at City Hall finding out if your house is historic, you
may want to ask them if you are in a slide zone (interesting and
informative) and ask to see the "address" or "geo" file on your property.
The file may contain nothing, but it may have permits, plans,
correspondence, photographs, etc.
Only the City of Astoria can definitively tell you if your home is
considered by them to be a historic property.

3. Identify Old Addresses
Attention!!! In 1909, Astoria street NAMES changed!
In 1955, Astoria address NUMBERS changed!
Other homes may have been MOVED or REORIENTED!
The City for 1955 Directory shows the following Occupant: _______________
The City Directory for 1953-54 shows them living at: ______________________
Does this appear to be the same house? Yes/No
It appears my home’s address has changed. Other addresses Associated with
my house include:
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
4. Compile A List of Occupants (Use City Directory Research Form)
To find this information you can use old Polk City Directories. They are
available at Clatsop County Historical Society and online through such
sites as ancestry.com.
You may also want to look at U.S. Census records. also available at both
locations.
5. Check Tax Records
Use WebMaps to access property information, including:
-Legal Description
-Tax Appraisal Information
-Owner (If not you)
-Surveys
Attention!!! If you are at the Clatsop County Tax Accessors Office (It’s the
desk right across from the County Clerk – Ask for the “jacket” to your
address, you may find additional information, including photographs.
6. Check Deed Records
Clatsop County Clerk 820 Exchange Street, Suite 220, Astoria. See the
RECORDS RESEARCH/COPY REQUEST FORM.

7. Check the Sanborn Maps
The Sanborn Map Company was a publisher of Detailed Maps of U.S. Cities
and Towns in the 19th and 20th centuries. The maps were originally created
to allow fire insurance companies to assess their total liability in
urbanized areas of the United States.
You can access many of them in physical form at the Astoria Public Library
and Clatsop County Historical Society. They are also available through
the Astoria Public Library website. Though, you will need a library card
and password to gain access this way.
8. Newspaper Archives
The Astoria Public Library has card catalogs that will lead you down
fascinating paths. This is one of those places where the “art” of research
helps. Try to think of creative ways to find the information you are
looking for and when looking at microfilms, browse the articles a little.
You never know where you will end up.
In the archives, be sure to search for any names, events, or addresses that
you have found associated with your house up to this point.
9. Photo Archives
There are very useful photo archives at the Clatsop County Historical
Society as well as Sara’s Old Photos on Facebook. Also be sure to visit the
Clatsop County Historical Society’s old Flickr webpage, there are some
great photos available there too.
10. Genealogy
There are many genealogy sites out there, and they typically require a
membership, but the amount of information available at your fingertips is
amazing. We use ancestry.com. Astoria’s City Directories are on there, as
well as many old yearbooks, U.S. Census data, etc.
Also, now that you have identified many different people associated with
your home, you better search for them too. You never know when someone
may have uploaded a photo of “grandma’s house.”
11. Oral Histories
12. Online Sleuthing

