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THANK YOU MEMBERS!

Last  summer,  Clatsop  WORKS intern  Astronemis  Ray 
created an entertaining and educational series of podcasts 
exploring the sidewalk vault  lights in downtown Astoria 
(see page 5). 

This summer, intern Jaime McDermott and volunteer Eric 
Wheeler are helping us create short, user friendly walking 
tours for residents and visitors alike. Enjoy Jaime’s sample 
tour “The 1922 Fire,” included in this issue. Then go online 
or stop by our office for access to additional tours!

During the past year, LCPS has continued to work with 
the  City  of  Astoria  on  projects  at  both  the  1852  U.S. 
Customshouse Reconstruction and the Fort Astoria sites. 

The Customshouse gained a new cedar shake roof and the sign for Fort Astoria at 15th and Exchange streets is 
nearly ready for installation (see page 6). 

Wood window maintenance and repair has become a major focus. We have added new resources to our website 
as well  as office window displays.  LCPS has also awarded grants to two local  non-profits for preservation 
projects, the Partners for the PAC and the Astoria Arts & Movement Center (see page 2).

We were saddened by the loss of two of Astoria’s most prominent preservation pioneers, Bruce Berney and 
Pamela Chestnut. Their impacts on the preservation of Astoria’s built environment will endure and we hope to 
contribute to their legacies through sharing memories of their work.

Rachel Jensen
Executive Director 
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The Lower Columbia Preservation Society seeks to preserve the  
history, sites and culture of communities bordering the Columbia River  

in Clatsop, Pacific and Wahkiakum counties.

reSTOria
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LCPS announces nonprofit grant recipients  

Partners for the PaC 

The Partners for the PAC was granted $3,000 to install new plexiglass 
protection to the stained-glass window on the west facade of the 
historic Trinity Lutheran Church (now Charlene Larsen Center for the 
Performing Arts) at 16th  and Franklin in the Shively-McClure Historic 
District of Astoria. This church was designed by John Wicks and 
constructed in the 1930s. Previous protective coverage was damaged in 
the December 2019 windstorm.

Astoria Arts and Movement Center 

$2,500 was awarded to the AAMC toward painting of the ballroom in 
the Odd Fellows Building on the corner of 10th & Commercial in 
downtown Astoria. The walls and ceiling of the ballroom are 
extensively water-stained from roof damage sustained during the 
Great Coastal Gale of 2007. The roof has been repaired.

Lower Columbia Preservation Society's nonprofit grant program is open to nonprofit organizations in 
Clatsop,  Pacific and Wahkiakum counties. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis and can be 
submitted at any time. Projects consistent with the LCPS Mission in any of the following categories will 
be considered:

• Documentation of historic architecture and sites
• Preservation, restoration or rehabilitation of historic resources
• Community education programs

A total of $10,000 is available for grants per calendar year. Typical grants are under $2,000, but they can 
be up to $5,000.  

Grant guidelines and applications are available to download on our website: lcpsociety.org/grants  

2019 
CARD SETS NOW AVAILABLE 

ONLINe 

Order your set of cards now 
Set of 6 for $16.00

We will mail them to you or you may pick them up at our 
office. Send some letters, celebrate Astoria’s historic 

buildings and help support LCPS’s mission.
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Fabrics for Historic Buildings / Jane C. 
Nylander. Preservation Press John Wiley & 
Sons Inc., 1990.  
A period  look  is  not  complete  without  the  right 
upholstery.  Reproductions  allow  easy  maintenance 
without losing historical integrity. Nylander divides this 
book into two sections: a documentation of reproduction 
fabrics  arranged by historical  period and a  list  of  non-
documentry and plain-woven fabrics arranged by type of 
fabric.

The  Papered  Wall:  The  History,  Pattern  & 
Techniques  of  Wallpaper/ 
L e sl e y  Hos k i n s ,  e d i to r. 
Thames & Hudson, 2005.  
Wallpaper  is  making  a  comeback. 
Now completely updated with new 
illustrations, and over 200 of them 
in color, The Papered Wall is your 
complete  guide  to  the  history  of 
Western  European  and  American 
wallpaper from the 15th to the late 
20th century.

Floor  Coverings  for  Historic  Buildings: 
Helen Von Rosenstiel & Gail CaskeyWinkler. 
Preservation Press John Wiley & Sons Inc., 
1988. 

Flooring  is  so  much  more  than 
just the ground you walk on. This 
in -depth  cata log  takes  you 
through  the  history  of  flooring 
beginning with the 1750s all the 
way  to  the  1930s,  and  explores 
wood,  brick,  tile,  and  resilient 
floors  in  addition  to  rugs  and 
carpets. It is your ultimate guide 
to  selecting  reproductions  and 
finding  the  best  floor  coverings 
for your historic home.

LCPS Lending 
Library - Window, 
wall and floor 
coverings 

KuDOs 
looking good! 
Congratulations to winners of 
the 2021 Dr. Harvey Awards: 

The Dr. Harvey Award recognizes property owners who 
have completed exterior restoration or beautification of 
a building which exemplifies the historical attributes of 
the building or the architectural heritage of Astoria. The 
award is named for Dr. Edward Harvey who first saw the 
importance  of  the  recognition of  historic  buildings  by 
creating self-made plaques denoting the brief history of 
the building. Two awards were presented by Mayor Bruce 
Jones for this year's awards:

Best  Example  of  a  Renovation  of  a  Historic 
Residential  Property:  This  award  went  to  Dan and 
Sarah  Hauer  for  the  home  at  660  14th  Street  for 
restoring  their  home  to  nearly  original  condition. 
Restoration work became necessary after a fire in 2018. 
Several contractors local to the area were hired to do the 
work. 

Best  Renovation  of  a  Historic  Commercial 
Property:  This  award  went  to  Noel  Weber  for  the 
YMCA Building at 514 12th Street. Work was conducted 
by a big crew of friends and family. The project served as 
an opportunity for craftspeople to employ their skills.
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In Memoriam 

The local preservation community lost two incredible pioneers this 
past year. Bruce Berney and Pamela Chestnut. 

Bruce Berney 

Astoria would not be what it  is  today without the tireless 
efforts  of  Bruce  Berney.  A man  committed  to  service, 
community,  and  family,  his  role  in  developing  extensive 
inventories,  newspaper  archives  and  walking  tours  make 
researching  your  own  home  and  fami l y  h istor ies                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
possible.  We will  remember Bruce for  his  commitment to 
restoration projects,  downtown and historic home walking 
tours, and the homes he saved from demolition. Bruce was 
the very first dues paying member of the Lower Columbia 
Preservation Society,  before  the society  had even formally 
chosen its name! 

Pamela Chestnut 

Pam carried  an  energy  that  was  simply  contagious.  She  had a  wonderful  way  of  making 
everyone feel special and you couldn't help but smile when she was around. Pam's dedication 
to preservation was demonstrated through her education, teaching and passion for historic 
homes. Pam sat on the LCPS Board from 2009 to 2016 and served for a time as both Vice-
Chair and Secretary. LCPS has received generous donations in honor of Pam Chestnut from 
the following donors:

Tracy Erfling * Lynne Johnson & Jerry Ostermiller * Kathleen McClain * Pamela Armstrong * 
Ron V. Larsen * Patricia & Noel Thomas

From Adventures in Window Restoration by Pam Chestnut  

 “I’ll make it clear from the start that I’m an 
historic wood window conservation nut. “Certified 
and certifiable,” according to my daughter. While it is 
true that good dual-pane windows are energy 
efficient, as most of  us know there is more to the 
equation. Single-pane windows can be insulated by 
weather stripping, inner or outer storm windows 
(which can equal or exceed R-value of  dual panes), 
well-fitting blinds and cozy drapes. We must also 
consider the energy wasted to replace something 
that is perfectly good, and the long life of  the old-
growth cedar used in the Northwest. There I go 
again…” 

Article from the October 1998 issue of 
“The Rehab,” the precursor of 
Restoria Newsletter.

Pam’s lovely Uppertown vernacular home. 
“One big reason I bought this fine home…
was that all its windows and most doors 
are original and intact.”
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ClatsopWORKS Intern Turned Board Member: 
Astronemis Ray 

During  the  summer  of  2020,  LCPS  staff  and 
volunteers  focused  on  exploring  the  topic  of 
Astoria’s  sidewalk  vault  lights.  It  started  with  our 
desire  to  create  a  window  display  to  educate 
residents  and  visitors  about  a  piece  of  Astoria’s 
architectural  history.  What  better  topic  than  the 
sidewalks that surround our office! Volunteer Penny 
Guenzi began the research and designed our window 
displays.  Intern,  Astronemis  Ray  created  a  short 
video on the vault lights and then continued on to 
create Season One of our new Restoria Podcast — 
all about the vault lights, both past and present. 

For  the  Restoria  Podcast,  Astronemis  interviewed 
many people, including Jeff Daly, Ray Merritt, Jaime 
Boyd,  John  Nelson,  Paul  Caruana  and  John 
Goodenberger.  We  hope  you  enjoy  these  casual 
conversations with members of the community and 
that you learn a few things about both the sidewalk 
lights and Astoria’s history in general — we sure did. 
The  entire  first  season  of  six  short  episodes  is 
available on our website at lcpsociety.org/podcast.

Ambitious  and  community-minded,  Astronemis 
volunteers with KMUN Community Radio and 4-
H. She recently graduated from Clatsop Community 
College, where she was president of the Phi Theta 
Kappa  National  Honor  Society  chapter  and  a 
member  of  the  CCC  Latino  Club.  Although  her 

academic studies were in the medical field, she was 
inspired to join the LCPS Board of Directors in the 
fall of 2020 after enjoying her experience interning 
for the society. Astronemis  recently became chair of 
the  LCPS  Communications  and  Marketing 
Committee and was an invaluable participant during 
the 2021 strategic planning process. We are grateful 
to have her motivation, organization and dedication 
added to our talented board of directors.  
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LCPS Board of Directors 

Doug Thompson, President
Kyle Walker, Vice President

Karen Parrott, Secretary
Wade Freitag, Treasurer

Glen Herman
Brian Pietrowski
Astronemis Ray
Kelly Shumar

Lucien Swerdloff

http://lcpsociety.org/podcast
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Update: Fort Astoria Sign 
Replacement  

In  May  of  2020,  HLC  approved  LCPS’s 
application to reconstruct the 1948 Fort Astoria 
sign located at Fifteenth and Exchange streets. 
Concern  about  the  historic  text  led  Mayor 
Bruce  Jones  to  establish  a  work  group  to 
rewrite  the  content  of  the  sign.  Led  by  City 
Historian  John  Goodenberger,  the  group 
consisted  of  tribal  members,  preservationists 
and museum professionals.  The final  text was 
approved by Astoria City Council in December 
of 2020.

The new sign is constructed of cedar purchased 
from Olney Mill. After the boards were planed 
and  notched  to  fit  together,  they  were 
transported by Noel Weber to his shop in Idaho 
for  routing.  The routing  of  text  and the  fort 
diagram on the reverse are now complete. The 
sign will make its way back to Astoria shortly 
and after the lettering is painted (to highlight 
visibility) and the edges are carved to have the 
“rough hewn” appearance of the original  1948 
sign, it will be hung from new cedar posts and 
metal brackets at the park site. 

Knappton Cove Heritage 
Center - New Docuseries 

Be sure to watch the new docuseries presented 
by Knappton Cove Heritage Center & Historic 
Columbia  River  Quarantine  Station.  Five 
episodes  are  available  online.  Episodes  cover 
artifacts and history of the site, including the 
quarantine hospital  building and several  other 
structures lost to time. Thoroughly enjoyable, 
the  series  provides  an  entertaining  and 
educational  look  into  both  the  U.S.  Health 
Service and the larger Knappton Cove area.
www.knapptoncoveheritagecenter.org 

Fraternal Lodges of 
Astoria -  recording 
available online 
Eric  Whee ler ’s  Zoom  presentat ion  of 
“Brotherhood,  Service  &  Bonhomie”  is  now 
available  on  our  website.  Learn  about  the 
history of Astoria’s fraternal organizations and 
get  a  peek  inside  the  interiors  of  local 
landmarks  including  the  Elk  and  Masonic 
lodges: www.lcpsociety.org/lodges 
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fRoM  
THE  
aRCHiVeS 
(First published in November 2012) 

Return of Ghost Signs 
By Mitch Mitchum 

An important part of the historic fabric of downtown 
Astoria are the faint remnants of the old advertising 
signs painted on buildings. In recent years there have 
been several projects to restore and recreate these 
signs.

Jeff Martin of Silver Salmon had a large “Theil Bros.” 
sign recreated on the south face of the restaurant 
building. Brian Faherty and Paul Caruana renewed 
the large “Commodore Hotel” sign on the east face of 
the hotel. Part of the restoration of the Elliott Hotel 
included recreation of the “Wonderful Beds’ sign on 
the north face of the hotel.

At the Fort George Lovell Building artist Roger 
McKay was commissioned to review an early 1911 
Lovell Auto sign on the east face of the building. At 
the old Fisher Brothers/Linen Thread building on 7th 
Street at the waterfront, Jo Brown recreated extensive 
old signage on the north, west and south faces of the 

building. Jo used an aging technique to keep the 
period appearance of the signs. 

In the most recent ghost sign project Jo Brown 
recreated a large “Sunflower Dairy” sign on the south 
wall of the Paramount Drug building on Duane Street. 
This work was commissioned by Bob and Aletha 
Westerberg, the building owners. 

Discussions are ongoing with several additional 
downtown building owners about the possibilities of 
restoring additional “ghost signs.” Take a look and 
see if you can find any ghosts haunting Astoria’s 
downtown buildings. 

Update: Since 2012, additional ghost signs have been 
restored including the New England Fish Co. sign at 
Buoy Beer and the Astor Hotel sign. A new project 
was just approved by Astoria ’s HLC to allow the 
owners of the M & N Building to project historic 
signs on the north wall. 

Customs House Committee 

Clatsop  Community  Co l l ege 
historic  preservation  students  have 
repaired and replaced siding on the 
Customhouse’s  exterior,  windows 
have been repaired and a new roof 
has been installed. A painting party 
is being planned for the fall. Let us 
know if  you would like to join the 
committee: info@lcpsociety.org
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PO Box 1334 
Astoria, OR. 97103
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